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HOME ON FURLOUGH
m

A Maine Veterans Story of His

War Time Vacation and Its

Train of Untoward Happenings

BY JOSEPH H BEALE 31ST ME

An old official document is lying en the
desk while I am writing this It is yclow
with age and shows the signs of manipu-
lation

¬

but the sign manual which gave it
its original value is as bold and distinct
us when it came from the pen I well
remember how pleased I was when the
official envelope was handed me on the
evening of the day prior to the date which
It bears It is so short you will let me
copy it in full

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps
March 4 1805

Special Orders No 53
Extract I Leave of absence is

granted to tho following named officer
Lieut J H Beale 31st Me Vols for
twenty 20 days

By command of
MAJ GEN JNO G PARKE
JNO C YOUNGMAN

Assistant Adjutant General

This meant to me an opportunity to get
borne to the Pine Tree State and back to
the front before the final campaign of
the war but the utmost expedition must
be used to accomplish this nnd make ev-

ery
¬

moment count Officers were scarce
in the active force of that particular regi-

ment
¬

Since early in May 1864 21
commissioned officers had been killed
or died of wounds out of that one organ-

ization
¬

alone 13 were then being enter-

tained
¬

by their Southern cousins beyond
the lines of the foe in our front and not
a few were in hospitals slowly recovering
from honorable wounds or no less honor-

able
¬

disease The unmarked or hastily
narked graves of the rank and file were
t the Wilderness Spottsylvania North

Anna Cold Harbor and all long the line
since we crossed tbe Kapidan and right
over there just in sight between the hos-

tile
¬

lines in those bullet marked trenches
where we had hastily dumped them on
that hot Summers day soon after the dis-

aster
¬

or butchery at the Crater theie
were more than half a hundred But from
the time I had first heard the whiz of a
xninie rifle bullet to that I had been with
my company so distressingly healthy and
bullet proof that there was no chance for
jne to get a fnrlough from the front But
or some time a most distressing attack

of nostalgia affected me to the extent that
I was tempted to turn the cold shoulder
to the literal truth for once and aided
and abetted by the mail and the telegraph
from home to procure the precious docu-
ment

¬

by subterfuge
To tell the plain unvarnished truth

here and now my nearest female relative
at my suggestion and earnest entreaty
caused the following telegram to be sent
me with her name attached

Your eldest sister is dangerously ill
come home if possible I have wondered
if the recording angel dropped a tear on
his record of that lie and blotted it out as
he did Uncle Toneys oath It was a severe
blow to my sisters conscience but she
bravely endured it and walked under its
shadow many years You may talk about
the bmvery and suffering of the boys in
blue or the boys in butternut as eloquent-
ly

¬

as you please and I will not detract
therefrom one iota but I insist that what
they suffered in the field hospital or
prison was not to be compared with tho
suffering of the women of the North and
Couth alike God bles them all

1 tell yon If a true woman wont lie
ifor the ones s5 loves then she is made
of martyr stuff bo ethereal for this world
X know that he Good Book says Lie
Hot one to antSer but what about lying
when the other fellow cant lie back It
is a great moral question and I cannot
solve it Bahab the inn keeper of Jeri-
cho

¬

seemed to have had pretty fair luck
iaC the little lie which she told one day to
her townspeople and who am I to be
crudge her the full benefit which came to
Bar and fier lover spy In consequence

At last I am raady to start on the early
morning of the second inauguration of the
President who so soon shall give his life
to the cause of humanity I dont quite
mean that who should so soon yield up
his life every fiber of which had been
given to the good of man The military
railroad which ran from City Point to the
left of the line in front of Petersburg
svas a crude affair running up hill and
down with Its wheezy old locomotives
that often were obliged to back up and
grain momentum enough to make the
next rise At one point the passing trains
were Ip direct range of the Confederate
batteries on the hills over yonder There
was just enough risk and danger to the
men on tho flats returning to City
Point to make the excitement interesting
and stimulating to the nerves of those of
hi who had become familiar with the
daily and sometimes hourly salutes of
honor with which the boys in gray fav

red us who had been lying for months in
the trenches and rat holes around the hill
sides and ravines of that beleaguered
town But that morning either because
it was the day for the reinaugnratlon of
Father Abraham or because I had got
leave of absence I never knew which
the salutes were almost continuous and
I suspect double shotted

I only knew that I had the precious
document in my breast pocket and I was
arrayed in my picked up uniform with
aide arms and officers equipment that I
had procured in part from the left over
military stores which had doubtless been
borne as expended In action on the

monthly feturns of some commissioned
officer who had certified to their correct-
ness

¬

on my honor as an officer Sir
weeks before X had been promoted for
original cussedness in some scrimmage or
other I have forgotten where or what
and the uniform which I had ordered
from my home tailor bad not yet arrived

The first thing to arouse me from my
precious reverie was the peremptory order

ss

f the officer tn cnarge or the train Lie
low Fort Damnation has got the range

Jen us And we did lie as low as tbe
platform or tne car would permit but
Bot too low for a solid shot from the fort
bo rudely designated by its unofficial title
came tearing through the smokestack of
our locomotive Puffing steam and smoke
our disabled Iron horse had barely wind
enough left in bis huge longs to drag us
ot of range and here we were detained

for an hour and a half patching up his
headgear before we could proceed The
steamboat which ran upon a very uncer
tain schedule to and from Washington
D C might or might not wait for us

This was episode number one en route
for Maine but in It I only played a mi-
nor

¬

part which consisted of tbe stage di-

rection
¬

fret fume and swear under his
breath At last Chy Point is reached
and the precious document is countersign ¬

ed by the Provost Marshal and a double
quick movement in heavy marching order
Is made from his office to the little tug-
boat

¬

which lands mo on her deck Just
as the order of her Captain Cast off
there is echoing for the last time on the
air

The sail down the James River on that
delightful Spring day is no part of this
personal story The wait at Fortress
Monroe and the sightseeing of the points
of historic interest had a quieting effect
npon the highly wrought nerves of tho
stripling clad In the rough nttempt of an
officers uniform but his thoughts would
fiy In spite of his Interest in the immediate
surroundings to tho home coming and 20
days did not seem so long to him as it did
tbe evening before for he was wasting
time en route

Washington Is taken at last and here4 another long wait In line to get that
ptivata document vised then a masterly
1

tfXSgtjp3s

advance on tho dead run to cateh the
train at the B O for Philadelphia ed Leroy and could say no more I
Just as I was turning a corner I almost
collided head on with a cavalryman who
was running as fast as injsclf A quick
glance showed me that he was a First
Senreant of the 1st Me Cav the regi- -
ment of more general engagements than
nny other one in the army Hello 1st
Me where in are you going

Hello 31st Im not going to s I am
on the way home to Maine Where nrc
you going Lieutenant Im going there
too Lets keep together And so we
were chums at once and inseparable for
the rest of the journey

Well we arrhed at the station in Phil-
adelphia

¬

just in time to see n train loaded
with paroled prisoneis from Annapolis pull
out or New York with its precious load
bound to their Northern homes We weic
mad at losing that train for we might
have found some of our own comrades
among those poor fellows who so recently
had come fiom their sad experiences as
tho enforced guests of our cousins in the
South But another train would be ready
in half an hour and by paying full fare
on that the regular owl train I would
get into New York before the extra
At midnight this train pulled out and wc
old soldiers had made ourselves comfoita- -

MANY opened their homes and the
DYING AND WOUNDED WEEE TAKEN

INTO THEM

ble by improvising a couch with the aid
of two cushions and the Sergeants blan-
kets

¬

The Sergeant wns asleep first but
soon I started off into dreamland upon an
excursion of my own

I was at home the sisters had been
kissed and I was getting some good home
cooking in my dreams when I was
startled therefrom by the shrill nervous
double whistle of Down brakes and a
fearful jarring on the sleepers of the
roadbed Then I ricochetted upon the
snoulders ot two Indies whom I had seen
sitting about three seats in front of where
we had bwn lying They both grabbed
hold of me and one said Can yon pray
and the other said Can you get us out
of here There was not a word of apol-
ogy

¬

on either side and we did not wait
for an introduction Somehow we all four
got out on to the ground The oiler on
our locomotive was the only one of our
train who was severely injured and we
saw him boiled to death by escaping
steam before our very eyes The Ser-
geant

¬

said I told you that I wasnt go¬

ing to hell but this looks enough like it
The fact was that we had run into the

rear of that extra train and three cars
had been telescoped by our locomotive
9 men were killed outright and 45 or 50
severely injured Now I had been in nil
the engagements in which my regiment
had taken part 12 including the Cra-
ter

¬

disaster I had visited the bloody an-
gle

¬

at Spottsylvania a day or so after the
fight of tho Second Corps and before the
bodies had been buried and had been in
Fort Hell when it was rather thickly

settled with dead and dying but I dnro
say after the quiet retrospect of 30 j ears
that the butchery of sleeping soldiers on
that quiet Spring morning in the village
of Bristol Berks County Pa surpassed
for horror any scene I have witnessed be-

fore
¬

or since I will not attempt to de-
scribe

¬

it Let the copy of any intelligent
reporter answer it in general terms The
custeilness of it can be faintly estimated
by two incidents which fell under my
own observation that night

It mnst have been between 2 and 3
oclock in the morning escaping steam
shrieks groans and the utmost confusion
startled the people of the village from
their slumbers and they hastened in
crowds to the scene of tbe disaster many
of them opened their homes and the
dirty and bloody bodies of tbe dying and
wounded were taken into the very beds
that they themselves had occupied a half
hour before surgeons from a military hos-
pital

¬

had galoped in ambulances to the
place and all was being done that human-
ity

¬

could do to relieve the situation
There were incidents enough to fill the

broadside of a metropolitan daily but I
never had the nerve to read them and of
course I did not sec them all If any old
soldier who was beneath tho rank of a
Brigadier General or one serving on the
staff of a General tells you that he was
the eye witness of a full series of inci ¬

dents connected with any given battle
you may be quite sure that he was in the
hospital at the time or has supplemented
his personal memory with extracts from
the official report I will venture to
relate one incident which occurred that
morning

Leroy H Varnum that was his true
name had joined my company in July
of the previous year having come from
the hospital after an attack of the meas-
les

¬

He was a splendid soldier of jovial
disposition gentlemanly bearing and the
enormous appetite of a convalescent he
was always ready to do his whole duty
and help the other follow do his too Not
many days cfter ho bad joined the com-
mand

¬

the explosion of the fort and the
hand-to-han- d struggle in the Crater oc-
curred be with others who were not
killed or permitted to run the gauntlet
of hell between the contending lines was
taken prisoner on the SOth of July I
had escaped the same fate by tho use of a
talisman to bo spoken only on rare oc-

casions
¬

in a mans life But that belongs
to another story for there have been too
many sidings from tho main track of
this one already

After the disabled passengers of the
wreck at Bristol had been cared for as
well as possible we two the Sergeant and
I went tho rounds to see if perchance
there was any one among the dead or
wounded whom either of us knew In a
private house upon a parlor couch freely
given for the purpose he found a boy
from his own company We went over
to the hotel where we kd carried two or
threo and fonnd the office parlors and
billiard room filled with dead and wound ¬

ed I had slowly passed from one to an-
other

¬

lifting the cloth to peer Into a dead
face and wiping coal dust and the blood
from a mangled ono giving drink to the
fevered ones all the while watching for
some mark of identification as I hud done
a dozen times before in the Army of the
Potomac I stood beside a body lying
with three others on a billiard table the
eyes were cloned the face was calm the
hair was matted with blood mixed with
coal dust I could detect no sign of life
I put my ear to his lips and over his
heart and was about to say to a hospital
steward near by This one la dead
when the boy of 21 opened his eyes and
with a deep longing expression which In
memory is Indelibly stamped upon my
bralo he looked Into my faco and tatd
Ssrgeaat 8 an rou UurtX Oaai
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God who are yon I said He whisper--

cried out to one of the surgeons Come
here quick and save this man if God
will let you I saw the boys lips move
nnd I bent low to hear what he wanted
and he said Let me wait my turn oth-

ers
¬

are hurt too After these years I
have not the nerve to tell the rest

He lived as I afterward learned from
his girl widow until she came on from
the State of Maine and sat by his side
when he closed his eyes for the last time
on earth She was less than 20 and had
never been away from home before The
adjuster for the railroad she said was

ery kind to her and paid all the ex ¬

penses and gave her a check for 700
but I know that he turned in to tbe com-
pany

¬

a receipt in full for nil liabilities and
claims

The rest of this story Is soon told Only
one other railroad accident happened to
us before getting home The locomotive
did not take the switch as it was pulling
out of a way station and a delay of two
hours ensued So you see there were
three accidents within the three or four
diys intervening letween the date of my

leave of absence and my arrival home
But I have been unable to get n satis-
factory

¬

answer to my question Is there

4JFy
any moral or logical connection between
the scries of mishaps and the white lie
I caused to be told in order to get home
for 10 or 12 days

ARTILLERY AT MISSION RIDGE

Effective Work of Howes Battery 4th U 8
Art

Editor National Tribune Gen
Green B Kaum makes one serious mis ¬

take in his account of the battle of Mis-
sionary

¬

Itidge in The National Tribune c
May 22 He says It is a remarkable
feature in thin great battle that no ar-
tillery

¬

went forward with the assaulting
col num The Confederate works were
carried and the victory won whh the mus-
ket

¬

This is doing a great injustice to
one of the finest batteries in tho army
Hones old Battery O 4th U S Art ot
Kchuizs Division Eleventh Corps tem
poiaiily attached to Sheridans Dhision

When the 15th Ind started up Mission
Itidge followed on each Hank by the rest
of Wigners Brigade Shuiidnii saw that
it would bo impossible to recall them and
immediately ordered forward Howes Bat-
tery

¬

to engage the guns at Braggs head ¬

quarters They came to the breastworks
at the foot of the Itidge in a gallop and
went into nction firing over the heads of
Wagners Brigade and almost the first
shot exploded a caisson near Braggs
headquarters Their four 12 pounders and
two howitzers made music for those 10
guns at Biaggs hcadqiiaitcrs and with-
out

¬

them the Itidge would Inrdlv have
been carried for had Wagners Brigade
been driven back the rest of the Fourth
Corps who were starting up on their
right and left would have been discour ¬

aged They kept firing until most of the
rebel guns were silenced and Wagners
Brigade had got In the line of danger
from their fire This wns the only bat-
tery

¬

on the fighting line at that battle
They were clear up to the foot of thellidge
and had the advantage of the rebel guns

I trust that Gen Itnum will look at the
official reports and give this splendid bat-
tery

¬

full credit A P Howe was not
with them having been made a Brigadier
General of volunteers some time previous
but whoever commanded the battery knew
his business as did every officer and man
with him and they certainly did noble
work In some accounts of the battlo it J

is stated that the guns at Fort Wood
fired on the rebel batteries at Braggs
headquarters while Sheridans men were
going up firing over their heads and
silencing guns etc This is not so The
work was done by the battery I mention
which was within COO yards of the rebel
guns while Fort Wood was two and a
half miles distant from them and It
would have been extremely dangerous to
fire over n line of battlo so far in front
of them Wm E Doyle Stevensburg
Va

FORT GREGG

An Ohio Veteran Tells of the Chargo and
Losses of El3 Regiment

Editor National Trihune Some of
the boys who were at Fort Gregg must
have been fearfully excited or they have
become meanly selfish in these latter dajs
providing of course that they have not
forgotten There wns glury enough in
thnt fight for all engaged in it A peculiar
feature of the controversy is that most of
the men who are making all the claims
for their commands do not even know
what brigades or what divisions they
were in Not satisfied with taking all the
credit that bolongs equally to the First
Brigade and First Division of tho Twenty
fourth Corps they are trying to claim to
be that brigade The boys who wore the
red hnrt will not stand for that

D Alvereon 158th N Y says that his
regiment was In the First Brigade First
Division Twenty fourth Corps nnd that
they supported West Virginia troops at
tho charge and designates the 10th and
Hth W Va as those troops Comrade
Alvorsons regiment was In the Fourth
Brlgado Col Fnirchilds and the 10th
and Hth W Va were In Harriss Third
Brigade Turners Independent Division
and were in tbe charge on Baldwin and
not in tho charge on Gregg

W H Hill 123d Ohlo calls Potters
and Curtiss Brigade of Turners Inde-
pendent

¬

Division the First Brigade of the
First Division And yet these man never
were in the First Division

G P Oamobell 116th Ohio fhfnlr tfc
110th and the 10th Conn alone entitled
i pefllt for Fort Gregg

And mow comes Jsmss Ray 12th W
Va and H T Lucas 89th III with the
claims that Gen Gibbon presented to
each silk fisgs and eagles for their es-
pecial

¬

Dtarar at Gregg We 87th Ohio
boys know that the 80th 111 was all right
but we do not think their Cqlentl would
tnus claim usn uibcon tn bis tenons
does not fSDCflally mention either of these

which colors were first on- - the fort the
difference between the repimrntal colors
was so slight In one plfiee It is claimed
for one regiment that itscolofs were first
onthe parapet while it is nyvn that for
a long time the colors ofthat regiment
lay on the outside of theditch In charge
of no one and that too ayr the fight
had been going on for somej lime over the
parapet I do notsay tliis in disparage ¬

ment of that regiment w Uich did contig-
uous

¬

good service during the war but the
fact shows how much flUeh claims are
worth now

If any one will take tbetfoublc to ex-
amine

¬

the official reportjiijofrf the officers
of brigndes and divisions rjd corps as
published by tho United Sjates going to
Volume 40 Rebellion Records Series 1

Part 1 he can get at the truth of his-
tory

¬

and no one will be cither hurt or
robbed

On page 1174 Gen Gibbon In his off-
icial

¬

report says that Fosters Tirst Divi-
sion

¬

wns ordered to assault Gregg and
did that Turners Division was pushed
lapidly up in support from the second
line that the fort was only tnlcn after
scleral despeiate dashes with the bajo
net that Harriss BriguleThiid of Tur-
ners

¬

Division took Fort Baldwin Gen
Old sajs page 11G0 in his report that
Fcteis Fitst Division aided by pait of
Turneis took Gregg that Harriss took
Baldwin

Gen Foster says page 117 in his re-
port

¬

that during the assnilt of the First
Division a pait of Tinners Division came
up and rendered efficient sen ice Gen
Turner sajs page 11I thit he foiined
in support of Foster and that two of his
brigndes Potters and Curtiss joined
hands with Fosters tioops in the assiult
Nopc of the regimciitnl brigade or divisim
roiniunndeis save Curtis of the Second
Brigade of Turners Division claim nnre

Now boys this is histoiy as wiittii at
the time by your office s You all did
jour duty and me entitled to the ciedit
for what you did

When I think of the CO odd men that
my regiment lost including our color
bearer in that charge lemcmbeiiiig how
small was the regiment be fore the charge
H galls mo to bo told that we had no pait
in that stiuggle AAe did not capture
Fort Greg neither did the 1 2th AA Aa
but wc all did our shaie The men of tho
diflVicrt cominaids in the niniy all have
a right to feel proud of their legiments
and brigades but theie were otheis

The brigades which took pait in that
assault were Fiist Brigade First Divi-
sion

¬

Osborns wns composed of the fol-
lowing

¬

regiments 3flth 111 G2d Ohio
G7th Ohio HiOth Pa

Thin Brigade First Division D indvs
10th Conn 11th Me 100th N Y

20fth Pi
Fourth Brigade Fail childs 8th Me

Rfllh N Y 1 ISth N Y lKStli N Y Wth
Pa

Independent Division Turners First
Bricado Potteis Hth Mass llGth Ohio
123d Ohio Secnnl Brigade Curtiss 23d
111 frith Pa 12th AV Aa AVm II
Handy Co II 7th Ohio Ottawa Ohio

GRANT AND LOGAN

A Reply to Dr T C Murphys Account of
the Battle of Belmont

Editor National Trtiiukk As a
member of John A LoganTs old Third Di ¬

vision Seventeenth Corps I filter a pro-

test
¬

against a part of the sory related
in issue of May 29 by DrYrC Murphy
31t HI Enterprise Missi The men who
belonged to Logans command whether
as members of the 11t III at the Second
Brigade Third Division ejr Fifteenth and
Seventeenth Corps well knvwYtwhnt kind
of stuff Logan was msdofrnnd every
man of the entire Army it th Tennesson
had the utmost confidcnolnhis ability
brnery nnd invimiljle c outage on all oc¬

casions and he having the same confi ¬

dence in the men behind fh Itttiiii knew
that wheie he led they weicvnlvnjs uady
to follow and many timenNitlie writers
certain knowledge did follow him iutatho

ery jaws of death but When Dr Mur
phy says that Gen Giant the-- greatest
soldier of modern times ever took one
single iota of credit from Gen Logan he
sajs that which history lefties to indorse
Gen John A Logan was n waini peisonnl
friend of Jen V S Grant and the two
were more like brothers indi cd thin sim-
ply

¬

brothers-in-arm- s During the entire
war Gen Giant was modest nnd unas ¬

suming and cemcl alwns more anxious
to give credit to otheis than to take any
for his own nets therefore for Dr Mur¬

phy to btate at this late day that Gen
Grant eer claimed Gen Logans words

My men cut their way in and by
we can cut our way out is surprising
No man officer or private ever heard Gen
Grant utter n profane word and further
for the Doctor to assert that at Belmont
Gen Grant asked McCIernand and Logan

what was bet to do is history not
heretofore recoided and for T C Mur-
phy

¬

M D of the gallant old list 111 to
make such a claim now is ungenerous and
unkind

The battle of Belmont wa fought on
the 7th dav of November 1801 by ri00
tioops under the immediate command of
Gen Grant accompanied by Gen Mc
Clernand The rebel camp was several
miles from the landing and to reach it
the Union troops had to fight the entire
distance during which the Confederates
had nmpletime to piepaie for the defense
of what they termed a stronghold The
fight was a haul and exciting one but the
enthusiasm of the Union troops led by a
daring and fearless commander pic ssed
right up to the lebol works ami finally
captured them the 27th III led by Col
Buford being the first to enter the strong-
hold

¬

Almost immediately however after tho
capture of the place nnd escape of the
main rebel force it was discovered that
a still larger force was approaching the
scene of battle from the opposite side of
the river Gen Grant quicklv saw the
condition of affairs and knowing that it
was useles to try to hold the position
longer ordered n retreat to the boats
which was immediately begun and in do ¬

ing so the Union troops encountered the
advancing enemy and did cut their way
through tho rebel lines going back as
thev had done in going forward

During tho retreat there was much hard
fighting and in the midst of it Gen Grant
had two lioises shot under him and Gen
McCIernand had one horse shot under
him Logan then Colonel of the 31st 111

did gallant work and was a conspicuous
figure during the entire battlei

Notwithstanding the Union troops had
to fight their way back tf the boats they
took with them several hundred prisoneis
two cannon nnd a large quantity of arms
and ammunition as relics tofltheir heroic
struggle if ii

The troops engaged in tho battle of
Belmont were all from Illinois except the
7th Iowa a splendid bodyjof soldiers Lo ¬

gans rogiment the 31sfrlllli did gallant
tervice and during the entire stiuggle for
the preservatiop of the Union was con-
sidered

¬

one of the very best in the Army
of the Tennessee r m

As Dr Murphy must knowe Gen Grant
was the last man to Ieavcithoilandlng and
ride aboard the headquarters steamer and
would have been captniiodt had he re-
mained

¬

on shore a few minutes longer as
tho rebels in large force Trcached the
landing as the boats wer steaming safoly
away but too lata to do any particular
damage to tho fleet Now Dr Murphy
give to the memory of Gen John A
Logan all the crralt you can possibly do
as a true and gallant soldier a faithful
and daring leader but please dont try
to make any old soldier of the Army of
the Tennessee believe that Gen Grant
ever tried to pluck any of tho laurels
Justly won and modostly worn by his In ¬

timate and personal- friend Black Jack
of Illinois J AV A Gillespie Captain
Co G 78th Ohio Middletown O

Hymn Book Found on Battlefield
Mrs C D Martin of Kidwell W Va

has a hymn book which was found on the
battlefield of Buckbannon On the fly leaf
aoDcars the name of Albert Soencer Co
M 4th Vs Inf Pplnt Pleasant She is

regiments Gen Foster who was right anxious to restore the book to its ooer
uusa wmtm au a mnaaauui w xatujK nsjomai ax w xaaa

PICKET SHOTS

From Alert Comrades Along the Whole

Line

HAND TO HAND FIGIITIXa AT FRANKLIN

W P Wolf Captain Co G 175th
Ohio replying to an article in The Na-

tional

¬

Tribune of May 1 by Capt AA C
Rice 12oth Ohio says I also command-
ed

¬

a company nt Franklin nnd having
participated in tho center and nt tho
point where Capt Uice says a new regi ¬

ment was placed by mistake and gave
way I know whereof I speak when I say
no such mistake was made There was
no new legiment placed at the works
but all old ones All the confusion was
caused by Gen AAagner not obejing posi-
tive

¬

orders given him AVagner was plac-
ed

¬

as Gen Cox says about a half mile
in front of the principal line with posi ¬

tive orders to remain in observation only
till Hood should show a disposition to
advance in force and then to retire with ¬

in the line to Opdyckes position nnd act
as a general reserve AAagner was at the
Carter House when the message came to
him that Hood was founing in line of
battle In n moment of excitement for-
getting

¬

himself and his orders he sent
back word to his men to fight The re-

sult
¬

was his two brigades were at once
overwhelmed by a superior force nnd
caused confusion along the whole front
This is a fact well authenticated Gen
Cox saj tint when AVagner with his
force was expected in to the amazement
of the thousands who were watching
them AVagners infantry opened fire The
lesiilt as stated was that the rebels
rushed upon them All became confusion
aid a rush by both friend and foe for the
woiks Orders wcie at once ghen to
withhold the tile at the center till our
men got in At the same time Opelycke
was warned to be ready to rush to the
center if the line should ghc way which
it did Gen Cox further sajs a few mo-
ments

¬

later the mass came swarming over
the weirks and all iccncs ordered to
charge that the men in the trenches eon
fused by the crow el trampling over them
and hearing AVagners ollieeis trjing to
rally their men were carried away by
the surging mass and for the length of
a regiment on the left and more than
that on the right fell away from the
works I can account for the new regi-
ment

¬

mentioned by Capt Rice The new
regiment was the 17oth Ohio Instead of
being placed at the works we weic sta ¬

tioned some 200 yards in rear in reserve
with the lth and 12th Ky in our lear
Amid the confusion wo were ordered up
to the works wheie we met the enemy
hand to hand and fought with fixed bajo
nets and clubbed guns as best wc could
AVhitelaw Reid in his history of Ohio in
the war says of our rogiment The
t7itli Ohio was tempoiarily assigned to
the Third Brigade Third Division Twenty-th-

ird Corps and placed on the left in
the center in reserve and that in one of
the enemys charges the first a veteran
regiment gave way in the confusion and
though the 17ith had never been under
fire and never on battalion drill they
fixed bajonels advanced rapidly over nn
open field drove the rebels back gaineel
the works and Jield them repelling charge
after charge This is strictlv correct in
regard to the new regiment Our position
from the commencement to the close was
in the center extending from the old cot-

ton
¬

gin across the Columbia Pike

CArTtniE or coiusiuus
J O Aanarsdol First Lieutenant 4th

Iowa Cav SpiiiiKfield Colo writes I
was cry much inteiested in Lieut D J
Aances account of the taptuie of Colum
biis as I was in that battle from start
to finish and in command of my company

IC 1th Iowa Cav My company took a
conspicuous part in the nction Wrc were
in advance dismounted on Broad Axe
St and came upon the guns on that
street opposite the bridge AVc had or-

ders
¬

to take no prisonei but to save
the bridge AVc drove the Confeder-
ates

¬

from their guns capturing their
flag and charged into the west end
of the coveted bridge Capt Abraham
commanding the 1st battalion came up at
this time and oidercd me to fnim my men
at the mouth of the bridge and let the 3d
battalion mounted pass through This
we did Accounts of the action state that
a member of Co K with clubbed car-
bine

¬

knocked down the rebel soldier who
was in tho act of firing the bridge This
Co K man was Jacob AVolfT The in-

cident
¬

oee urrcd at the west end of the
bridge AVolff is still living The mount-
ed

¬

men under command of Maj Dee
found the west end of the bridge already
in the hands of Co IC and Dees mounted
men did not fire a single shot at the west
end of the bridge As these mounted men
came-- up Gen AAinsIow ordered Capt
Abiaham to send a stonningparty to the
fort Capt Abraham oidcred me to take
Co K and go to the fort I promptly
obeyed On my arrival at the fort the
Captain in command mu tendered to me
After guaids had been placed over the
fort guns and prisoneis I sent word to
Gen AVinslow that I would like to be re ¬

lieved from guard duty I was soon re¬

lieved and lcported to Gen AAinsIow at
the east end of the bridge where ho was
sitting on one of the captuicd guns

execution of spy at pine BLurr
AVm H Atkerson Noble O T reply ¬

ing to nn inquiry of Hiram F Ljke First
Lieutenant Co F 28th AVisT Oconomo
woc Wis savs that Capt Wliiteman of
the 7th Mo Cav captured the lebel spy
William Hicks- - Comrade Atkctson fur-
ther

¬

sajs Hicks came to our post at
Pine Bluff pome time during the Summer
of 1SG4 and as I remember opened a
bnrbor shop He gained the confidence of
manj of the officers and men Capt
Wliiteman Officer of the Day was out-
side

¬

of the infantiy picket guards and
lietween these guaids and the cnvalrj out-
posts

¬

He had dismounted nt a house and
was standing in the jiird when ho saw a
man attempting to steal his horse The
Captain opened fire Ilichs ran some little
distance fell full on the giomid evidentlj
intending that the Captain should believe
him killed Capt AAhitemaii appioachcd
the piostratc man and told him to sur-
render

¬

AVIicn searched Ilicks was found
to have concealed in his boots n plan of
the defenses at Pino Bluff with the num-
ber

¬

of othceis nnd men at Little Rock I
delivered to Lieut Lyke the order to take
Hicks befoie the Court Mai tial wheie he
was sentenced to death I also delivered
to the Lieutenant the order to take the
prisoner to the gallows One of the Ser¬

geants of the 2Sth AAis was hangman
At the time I was Orderly for Capt Ar-
cher

¬

D Monticth 28th Wis who was
Provost Mnishal of the post I was a pri
vato in Co D 5th Kan Cav

JEFF DAVISS FniED CHICKEN

Geo F Hanoi Co B 5th Iowa Cav
Unionvllle Mo writes I was with Gen
Upton on tho AVilson raid and later was
detailed to guard Jeff Davis Buckner Ste
ens Mrs Davis and her niece That night

we stopped for supper Mr Davis was
not feeling well and drank only a cup of
tea and ate a small piece of toast the
fried chicken was left on tho tray I had
not eaten fried chicken for some time I
asked the elarkj cook if he had any ob-
jection

¬

to me taking the chickon He
said No sah its Massah Jaff Daviss
chicken I slipped tho chicken into jny
haversack Mr Davis cnlled the ber
geant of the Guard to investigate the con-
tents

¬

of tho haversack the Sergeant
found the chicken and reported the caso
to the Officer of the Guard and he and
Gen Upton went to Mr Davis The con ¬

versation wns about as follows
Gen Upton If you had been a sol¬

dier out for 11 months on hardtack and
bacon you would have done tho same
thing Mr Davis You Ynnkees cant
be content with stealing our niggers you
have to steal everything else you can gef
your hands on That ended tho inter ¬

view

THE NEOSIIO VAIXET

J B Cook Co H 4th 111 Cav Che- -
itopa Kan writing under date of May 29

snys I have been greatly Interested in
the stories of some of your correspondents
about the Neosho Anllov in which this
city is located particularly nboiit the
mule footed hogs There are over 100 sol-

diers
¬

of the rebellion still here and tomor-
row

¬

we will decorate the graves of those
who have crossed the river and camped
on the other Side AAe came here from
the North to secure a milder climate with-
out

¬

tho discordant political element of the
older States and have found a reallj good
and verj- - healthy country AVe are lt0 miles
south of Kansas City nnd further south
than Rie hmond Aa Good farms sell for

20 to S30 per acre one comrade sold his
farm of G iO acres lat week for 22000
But the mule footed hog is gone and gone
forever AVhcn I discovered this country
31 jcnrs ago I inquired for him but he
was gone Our wheat for miles up and
down this valley is now opening nnd
much will bo harvested by June 10 AAe

all take The National Tribuae nnd like it
better all the time for some of us heird
the first rifle crack at Fort Henry and
the boom of the last guns at Raleigh

unoTHEns in a jussouni company

J R AAorth Aining Kan reports the
following biotheis in Co D 23d Mo
Hiram Michael nnd AAilliam Allen Pales ¬

tine and Marion Broughtnn AV R and
C E Baker Joab James and Lemuel
Bishop George anil Arrin Dorrcl Thomas
and Joshua Dallas J A and E B
Fisher James and Samuel Fanchcr John
and Louis Holm Hcnrj-- James and PryorJ
iiouoway louii loscpu mm mines i
Me glemre Edwin and James Melton
Henry AVilcj- - Adam nnd Emery Sweeten
Eri and Brown Hule George and James
Prather Lafayette and AAilliam Muncy
Thomas and Henrj Mathcs Era nnd
Benjamin Mark J R and S A AAorth
Isaac and Mjirion Young Of thepc broth-
els

¬

AA R Baker Thomas Dallas Louis
Hohn and Henrj- - Hollow ay were killed at
battle of Pittsburg Landing John Hohn
was wounded and transferred to Invalid
Corps Emery Sweeten lost his speech
and was transferred Joseph Meglemrc
was killed on skirmish line Aug 7 1854
near Atlanta Blown Hulse was wound ¬

ed and taken prisoner same day never re-
turned

¬

spottsylvania counT house
AA H Hill Co G Greenville Pa

writes I belonged to the Second Corps
Hancocks First Division Fourth Bri-

gade
¬

and participated in the battles of
the Wilderness Spottsjlvania Cold Har¬

bor anil Petersburg I was very much
interisted in Comrade T C Harbaughs
aejeount of his tour to Airginia battle-
fields

¬

Hancocks charge mentioned by
Comiaele Haibaiigh in his description of
Spottsilvania Court House occurred on
May 12 18G4 AVc started about 10
oclock the evening before and marcheel
all night Many times during tho night
wc w ere so close to the Confederate picket
lines that orders wcie passed nlong the
line to muffle our tin cups canteens etc
and commands were given in whispers
We were stealing around the rebel flank
but did not wish to disturb the Johnnies
until the proper time Just at break of
lift wr sailed into them with three linc3
of battle It was a complete surprise
Many of the Johnnies ran from their
tents with clothes in ono hand nnd gun in
the other just in time to surrender to the
bluecoats who were jumping into their
rifle pits by the hundreds The fiercest
part of the battle was after the charge
I think about 0 oclock that forenoon It
was said that Gen Lee nairowly escaped
capture

CRAPE SII0T7

J N Stanford Shelbyville Tenn
writes AAas grapeshot used by either
side in open field battles during the civil
war I was under the impression that
nothing larger than canister wns used at
close range but since I attended the dedi ¬

cation of Chickamauga Park I have
changed my mind for the reason that I
saw a cast iion ball two inches or over
in diameter pickeel up bj-- a small boy in
the Kellj- - field A comrade gave him 25
cents for it It looked like n canister only
it was so much larger Let ns hear from
j on fellows who wore the red trimmings
I know the Johnnies were guilty of un-
loading

¬

their scrnpiros on us and the
onlv reason they did not shoot the whole
railroad cars and all was that they could
not get them in their guns or needed
them for transportation I often see in
Tho National Tribune the words grape
anil canister used very frcelv by com-
rades

¬

It had always looked fishy to me
until I saw that ball picked up and now
I am ready to almost swallow the gun or
any old thing the boys tell about

BCATTEMNO

John Adnms Co D 35th Mass Wal
tham Mass writes of the mysterious dis ¬

appearance of Chas H Rugg Oo I 57th
Mass en routQ to Alexandria Aa for
exchange Rugg was from Worcester
Mass and had previously been connected
with the 35th Mass At tho battle of the
AAildeniess he leccivcd two wounds one
in each leg and was taken prisoner lie
was taken to a Confederate hospital
where one leg was amputated While
there a nurse wrote to the relatives of
the wounded man to this letter was ap¬

pended a note by Rugg The hospital was
about 25 miles northeast of Orange Court
Houso Ara After partially recovering
Rugg was placed in an ambulance to be
taken to Alexandria Aa AAitii him were
some otner wounded comrades and a com-
panion

¬

Part of the train was delayeel
and the Inst seen of Rugg by his friends
was when the nmbulance moved on From
that time there has not been the slightest
trace of the missing man

Andrew Jackson Co K 12Gth 111 Ccn
tralia AArash says that seven brothers
served in his company ns follows Alfred
Cisco Captain Allen Cisco Lieutenant
Eli Cisco sutler Levi Cisco Corporal
and three other brothers who held no rank

n 0 Lucas Co H 39th HI Leroy
111 writes Comrade G K Campbells
HGth Ohio proposition to settle the dis-

pute
¬

regnvcMng the capture of Fort Gregg
by the official report of the number of men
engaged and the losses bj-- regiments and
brigades is certainly satisfactorj- - to all
concerned but in all piobability it would
require the OnWly Seigeants morning re-
port

¬

of the various regiments to get the
number of each legiment that was in the
assault nnd to get these would likely be
impossible Adjutant Generals leports of
the States of the regiments concerned may
give the desiicd infoimation The rs

report of Illinois saj s the
39th 111 went into the assault on Fort
Giegff with 150 enlisteel men a small par-
ty

¬

of the legiment being on picket duty
The same report saj s the colors of the
39th 111 were the first planted on the rebel
fort The official leport of Capt Homer
A Plimpton who commanded the 39th is
in my possession I also have the brigade
commanders Col Thomas O Osbom of-
ficial

¬

leport giving the casualties of the
39th 111 G2d G7th Ohio and the 199th Pa
It seems to me that a regimental morning
repoit woud be nn impossibility at this
late date and if the desired information
cannot be furnished otherwise the biigade
commanders official leport be submitted
bj-- nnj-- comrade of the different brigades
each comrade to file n sworn statement
certifying to the correctness of the official
report submitted by him

O B Sawdej 134 Piers St West La¬

fayette Ind writes that Co O 22d Iowa
had 11 sets of brothers
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FBEE HELP

FOR THE SICK

A MIGHTY POWER

THAT TRIUMPHS

OVER DISEASE

Doctors Puzzled at the
Marvellous Cures

Profe8SofAdkin the Noted Scientist
and Discoverer Give3 His

Secret to the World

Complete Diagnosis of TourDiseaso
and Fall Explanation of a Simple

Home Treatment That Will
Positively Care You

Sent Free

PROF TH0S F ADKIN

A doctor who will treat a patient day
after day and month after month without
doing him any good and take pay for his
services Is worse Jhan a robber says Prof
Adkln President of the Institute of Physi ¬

cians and Surgeons Hundreds of doctors
are this very day treating cases they do not
understand Hundreds of persons have filled
untimely graves simply for the want of
proper treatment Drugs will not cure every
disease There Is a force In nature in man
himself that Is a thousand times more pow ¬

erful than drugs If I did not know posi-

tively
¬

and absolutely from practical experi-
ence

¬

that my new Vltaopathic treatment will
cure diseases when all other methods of
treatment fall I would not for any amount
of money make this statement to the public
because I believe that a man who will experi ¬

ment with tho health of the sick ought to
be fined and Imprisoned for committing a
felony WUhout health there can be no hap¬

piness Little ailments If not properly
treated often develop Into serious diseases

If you are sick I want you to write me
Tell me the leading symptoms of your dis¬

ease how long you have been suffering et
and I will send you a complete diagnosis of
your case telling you the eiact disease from
which you are suffering and prescribe for
j ou a method of home treatment which I
will positively guarantee to cure you I will
also send you postage prepaid a copy of my
new book entitled How to Get AVell and
Keep AVell I male no charge for this
whatever and I want to demonstrate to the
entire world what my treatment will do I
want every man woman and chill to know
the teachings of Vitaopathy No matter what

I your disease how long yon have been sick
or who says you cannot do enrea I want you
to write me Everything that has been told
yoa about your disease may be wrong Write
mo and learn the truth free I have cured
hundreds who have been given up to die
vrflojn the doctors said could not live but
Vltaopatby made them well Physicians
said it was Impossible for my wife to recov-
er

¬

but you have saved her life writes AV

S Swayne Ph G of New Haven Conn
The clot on my wifes brain has disappear ¬

ed she sleeps well and has a splendid appe-
tite

¬

Your treatment Is the wonder of the
age ltc- S A Sanders IX S of Sparta
III writes For five years I suffered with
nervous prostration and Indigestion I was
tired of life As a last hope I wrote to Trof
Adkln His treatment has worked marvels
in my case I feel like a new man I walk ¬

ed five miles on a fishing trip n few days
ago came back and ate two hearty meals I
sleep as soundly as n child AH these bless¬

ings I hae recehed from Trot Adklns Vlta ¬

opathic treatment I sincerely hope thatoery afflicted man and woman who rends
these lines will ghe this treatment n trial
Mrs A AV Monroe of Fitzgerald Ga
write s For over 40 ycrrs I suffered from
catarrh first my head ani throat and later
it extended to my stoma U and bowels I
sulTeicd constantly I had no pleasure from
life I had tiled so many kind of treatment
without relief that I had given up hope By
chnncw I learned of the wonderful cures ef¬

fected by the Adkin Vltaopathic treatment
and I wrote to Prof Adkra He diagnosed
my case nnd prescribed a method of treat-
ment

¬

that spccdilj- - restored me to perfect
health AVords cannot express the gratitude
I feel to Prof Adkin nnil his staff of emi-
nent

¬

specialists 1 hope every sick woman
will try his treafment and get a copy of his
free book His book ought to be in every
home

If you are sick dont suffer on from week
to week taking drags that do not cure but
write me nnd get well God never intended
j oil should spend your davs In unhappluess
anil misery Iteinemhcr I give jou a full
and complete description of your disease
prescribe a simple method o home treat-
ment

¬

which I guarantee to tare you and
send you-- a copy of mv new book now to
Get AVell nnd Keep Well all absolutely
free They do not cost you a single cent
merely state the leading sjmptoms of yonr
disense and write me fully nnd freely in con ¬

fidence Address Prof Thos F AdLIn ofllca
17UY Itochester Jf Y

A YOUNG COMItADE

Geo H Thomas Post 2 of San Fran-
cisco

¬

Cal claims to have the j oungest
comrade of the Q A B lie is Frank Q
AVisker who enlisted in the U S Navy
May 1SG3 being then 11 years and 11
months of age Comrade AAislcr is now
51 years old Is hale and hearty and bids
fair to so continue for many jears

n5IUHo
Tho H7 casas which Mr Hunter had allowed in one day is undoubtedly a recoril

breaker It was only accomplished by hard work and close attention to business He is
at tho Departments each day looking up neglected and rejected rases He will look np
yours free of charge and nss all testimony fonnd on file with sil o Fee only to bo
paid after you have received your pension Will send rercrences in reply If you want
a pension or patent without unnecessary elelny write nt once to

JOSEPH H HUNTER
Pension and Patent Attorney

WASHINGTON D C
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